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Sunday Morning: 10.30 am 

Sunday 30th May  
New Series: Each One 

Reach One 
1. What is the Gospel? 

Sunday 6th June 
Family Time Team 

Sunday 13th June 
2. How do we share the 

Gospel? 

Sunday 20th June 
3. Who is called to be an 

evangelist? 

Sunday 27th June 
4. Who do we take the 

Gospel to? 

Sunday 4th July 
2. What is the cost of 
sharing the Gospel? 

Sunday, 11th July  
The Stand—Prayer Meeting 

Sunday, 18th  July  
Tent Mission 

Sunday, 25th July  
Holiday Club celebration 

  
 

Sunday Evening: 6.00 pm 

Between 30th May  
and the 4th July 

We conclude our series in   
1 Corinthians 

 
Sunday, 11th July  

The Stand—Prayer Meeting 

Sunday, 18th  July  
Tent Mission 

Sunday, 25th July  
New Series: Heroes and 

Villains 
1. The Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25-37 
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Friday, 16th July 

7.30 pm Big God Tent Launch with guest Richard Taylor—Director Victory 
Outreach Trust (Drug and Alcohol Rehab Centre) 

10.00 pm Star Trek 1.  After dark we will be asking ‘What can the stars tell us 
about the “God debate”?’  We’ll look at some awesome pictures of the 
Universe, and if the clouds clear we’ll explore the night sky. 

Saturday, 17th July  

8.00 am The Big Breakfast with Richard Taylor 

10.00 am Kids Club fun activities for toddlers and kids aged 5-10 

12.30 pm Lunch & Listen with guest Pastor Paul Francis, Glenwood Church. 

2.00 pm Youth Café: If you are between 13 and 18, this is your chance to chill 
out, eat and drink, enjoy some music and ‘Grill a Christian’ with 
questions about life and God and stuff. 

2.00 pm Family Cycle Ride to Cosmeston—meet at the BGT 

6.00 pm Beer & Hymns. Enjoy a good sing-song with a pint in your hand – 
informal and relaxed, with no preaching!  

8.00 pm The Sanctuary Gig modern worship with live music, video & drama 

10.00 pm Star Trek II  - Continuing the above with more fascinating information 

10.30 am “Religion—the cause of all the world’s problems?”  (an inter-church 
worship time for all the family) 

12.30 pm Fun Day. All the fun of a traditional fete, for all the family: bounce on 
the bouncy castle, bash-a-rat,  throw wet sponges at the pastor, find the 
hidden treasure and shoot a winning goal plus MUCH more! 

12.30 pm ‘What Has the Church Ever Done for Us?'  
Come and see some of ways that ordinary Christians are really helping 
people in Penarth and across the world. 

5.30 pm with Penarth's Favourite Hymns with John James and the Salvation 
Army band 

7.30 pm Worship Together!   The closing celebration for the Festival 

Sunday, 18th July 

With only a few weeks to go until the 
Penarth Town Summer Festival and 
the Big God Tent on the Cliff top, 
here is your chance to see the most 
up to date programme. There may 
still be some minor changes, but 
this should give you a feel for all 
the exciting activities going on 

during the weekend. If you still want to volunteer your gifts and service, please 
speak to Sarah Mayer or Allan Rennie. You can also visit the dedicated BGT 
website at www.bgtpenarth.co.uk.   



Pastor Roger began the May 
Church Meeting by reading 
from the letter to the  
Ephesians and reminding us 
that one of the major gifts 
that Christ gives to his 
Church is the gift of people. 
“Now these are the gifts that 
Christ gave to the church: 
the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the pastors 
& the teachers”. (Ephesians 
4:11 NLT)  He then went on 
to remind us that when the 
Church appoints staff, it is 
not employing people to do 
a job, but rather releasing 
ministers to fulfil a calling. 

Sara Redwood has been on 
maternity leave for the last year, 
and has recently given notice of 
her intention to return to work in 
July. At the same time that she 
gave us her return date she also 
asked the church to consider 
making her post part-time to allow 
her to continue to care for Ioan.  
Returning mums have a right to 
ask for flexible or reduced hours, 
and the leadership considered this 
request at their last meeting.  As a 
result of their discussion the 
leadership council  recommended 
to the Church Meeting that Sara 
reduce her hours to 25 hours a 
week in return for a half stipend 
plus her housing allowance.  These 
25 hours will partly be spent 
working with the church youth, but 
a l s o  i n c l u d e  c o m m u n i t y 
involvement in terms of her work 

at Headlands School,  Beyond 
Extreme youth club, and street 
work with young people in 
Penarth.  Whilst agreeing to this 
recommendation the Church 
Meeting noted with gratitude the 
great work that Pete Everitt has 
done as temporary youth worker 
during Sara’s absence. 

This led on to a discussion about 
the appointment of a new associate 
or assistant pastor.  A few months 
ago Pastor Roger told the Church 
Meeting that if Sara decided to 
return to work part time, it would 
immediately free up financial 
resources to appoint another part 
time minister.  As a result the 
meeting began the discussions 
about what sort of person we might 
be looking for.  It seems likely that 
in a years time we would be able to 
appoint a full time minister, so 
Pastor Roger suggested that it 
might be appropriate to ask Pete 
Everitt to remain on staff for 
another year but to change role to 
more general pastoral work.   

A change in Pete’s college hours 
next year means that he could take 
on preaching at 2 services a month, 
engage in hospital and pastoral 
visiting, help out with funerals and 
baptism preparation, become 
involved with outreach and 
evangelism and generally assist 
Roger in his duties. Following 
discussion it was agreed that the 
Leadership Council would go 
away and consider this matter 
more carefully at its meeting next 
week, and call a special church 
meeting during June to make a 
final decision. 

Each issue of The Tablet will look at one issue 
that has been discussed at a recent Church 
Meeting and explain some of the background.  
Our hope is that you will use this as a guide for 
prayer, but also that you might be encouraged to 
attend future Church Meetings.  The matters we 
deal with are sometimes mundane, sometimes 

routine, but sometimes of incredible importance to our Christian life together.  The 
main items on this month’s agenda was staffing at Tabs... and the grand piano!�

The last ministry matter that was 
discussed was Sam Hackett who 
has volunteered to give 1 year to 
the church to work in whatever 
way we can use him.  He has 
deferred his entry to university to 
allow him to serve in this way out 
of a real sense of calling.  Pastor 
Roger suggested that we could set 
up an internship for Sam that 
would allow him to experience a 
range of activities in church life 
from maintenance to pastoral 
ministry, and also allow him to 
oversee a new food ministry 
project and outreach amongst the 
many visitors who come to the 
church each day. We would also 
release him one afternoon a week 
to attend Baptist College to 
continue his studies and explore a 
growing sense of vocation.  The 
Church Meeting was delighted to 
accept Sam’s offer!  (See Sam’s 
comments in the next column.)  

Having finished discussing 
ministry, we moved on to the 
matter of music.  The piano tuner 
has informed us that after many 
years faithful service the baby 
grand piano has come to the end of 
its useful life.  The scale of the 
work that is needed on the loose 
hammers and the split sounding 
board puts it beyond economic 
repair. This piano was a gift to the 
church many years ago, but sadly a 
modern centrally heated church is 
not the place for such an 
instrument.  The maintenance team 
will make the arrangements for the 
‘retirement’ of the piano.   



Why here?  
Why Now? 

I have been coming to Tabs since 
I was  5 days old; it has been a 
home to me, a place in which I 
have found much comfort and 
love and have made great 
relationships. Through coming to 
Tabs I have learnt about God and 
developed my relationship with 
Jesus. The question has been 
asked to me; are you doing your 
gap year in Tabs simply because it 
is a place where you feel 
comfortable, secure and safe? My 
response to that has been ‘no’, 
although Tabs is all those things 
to me. The reason I want to do this 
gap year as an intern is very 
simply because God is calling me 
to do it. Three years ago I did 
work experience within the church 
working with Sara as a youth 
worker and I enjoyed the time I 
spent here and ever since I have 
felt a calling and a desire to work 
in the church. Also I have been 
given a heart for worship, a heart 
to serve and a heart for pastoral 
ministry and leadership.  

I feel God is calling me to this 
internship to learn more about this 
calling, to learn more about the 
plan God has for my life and to 
serve God in this church and in 
this community. I believe God has 
big plans for this church, for the 
people of this church and for this 
town. God has laid the words ‘For 
greater things are yet to come’ on 
my heart. I want to serve God in 
all I do and I am here and open for 
God to use me in whatever way he 
wishes over the next year and in 
the rest of my life.   

���������		�

Membership Matters 
by Jonathan Edwards 

 
 

 

 

The Mission Department has 
recently released a clutch of 
statistics for the years 2002-
2008.  There are some 
encouragements including a 
modest r ise in church 
attendance.  But I want to 
reflect with you on the decline 
of 7% in church membership.   

The obvious reaction to this is 
to express a complete absence 
of surprise.  It is very well 
known that most organisations 
are experiencing a decline in 
membership.  Political parties 
have been hit particularly hard.  
One of the main parties has 
seen its membership decline by 
more than half in the past ten 
years.  So, it would be possible 
to shrug off our own 
membership decline and get on 
with life as if it doesn’t matter.  
But the problem is that it does 
matter.   

It does matter if fewer and 
fewer people are wanting to 
commit their lives to Christ and 
to his church.  It is the most 
staggering privilege in the 
world  to belong to  a group of 
people who want to celebrate 
and live out the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and so a decline ought to 
cause us real sadness and 
concern.  

I need to be clear what I mean 
by membership.  I am not 
talking about institutional 
membership.  Having your 
name on a list can be a totally 
meaningless exercise.  We have 
probably all heard of churches 
that have names on their 
membership lists even though 

they don’t know who the 
people are or whether they are 
still alive.  I really can’t get my 
head round that, and don’t want 
to try! 

I’m talking about being 
members of the body of Christ.  
When church membership is 
understood in this way it’s 
incredibly excit ing and 
dynamic.  The imagery of the 
body couldn't be clearer.  Far 
from being a matter of dry and 
dusty lists, it’s about being 
organically related to one 
another.  It involves having a 
deep involvement in one 
another’s lives, and a fervent 
desire to see one another grow 
in faith and love.  When 
churches commit themselves to 
t h a t  k i n d  o f  v i b r a n t 
membership far from being 
turned inwards, the church will 
be naturally turned outwards 
towards its community and the 
world beyond.   

I’m convinced that membership 
really does matter.  Let’s go out 
of our way to encourage and to 
celebrate dynamic church 
membership. 

  
 
 
 

Jonathan Edwards 
General Secretary BUGB 

 
 
If you have been attending 
Tabernacle for some time and 
are not yet a member perhaps 
you would like to consider 
membership?  By joining the 
church you show your 
commitment to the local body 
here and can more fully take 
part in the life of the church 
and its decision making 
process.  For more details 
please contact Mary Dyas or 
Pastor Roger. 



The Tablet is published by Tabernacle Baptist Church, Plassey Street, Penarth. CF64 1EN.   
Telephone: 029 2070 2690.     Email: info@tabspenarth.org.uk.     Website: www.tabspenarth.org.uk 

Rejoicing! 
Congratulations 
to Allan and 
Claire Rennie on 
the birth of their son Ewan Andrew, 
a brother for Thomos. 

 
 

Matt Baird was due to 
be baptised on 30th 
May but due to his 
broken collarbone his 

baptism has been delayed until  4th 
July when we are also hoping to 
baptise Eleanor Pop. 

Baptisms 

Did you know… 
that for the last few months 
Pastor Roger has been calling 
the church to prayer once a 
month at a special prayer 
meeting called ‘The Stand’.  It 
opens with a time of worship 
followed by people splitting into 
small groups and moving  round 
prayer stations in the sanctuary 
spending time praying for 
people or issues.    
 
There have been a number of 
serious prayer requests recently 
as some of our members and 
friends have become very sick.  
The prayer meeting is an 
opportunity to come together as 
a church and concentrate our 
prayers wholly on these matters.   
 
There are still a number of 
people in urgent need of 
p r a y e r … S h a r o n  G e e r e 
following her recent transplant 
operation, Sonia McLaughlin 
who has recently been 
diagnosed with breast cancer, 
Lourdesh who is having 
ongoing treatment for cancer, 
Sean who is dangerously ill with 
leukaemia. 
 
Please remember these people in 
your personal prayers but Pastor 
Roger would also urge you 
come along to the next call to 
‘The Stand’ and join with the 
rest of the church as we pray as 
one body for these needs. 

Healing Course 
On Saturday, July 10th part 2 of 
‘The Signs of the Kingdom’ 
training course will take place to 
train people in praying for the sick 
in preparation for the Tent 
Mission. If you are interested, 
please do come along even if you 
didn’t attend part 1.  

New Projectionists 
Urgently Required 

New people to join the team of 
projectionists for Sunday 

services are urgently required.  
Full training will be given.  If 
you are interested and want to 

see what is involved before 
committing yourselves then  
please join the projectionists 
on any Sunday morning or 

evening to see how easy it is.   
 

Or for further details  
please contact  

Barry Makepeace  

MOMENTUM 
� moving forward in Christ 

 
The Baptist Assembly 

in Wales  
Friday 18th—Saturday 19th 

June 2010 
at Y Llwyfan, Trinity College, 

College Road, Carmarthen 
 
Keynote speakers: 
Pat Took — Regional Minister, 
London Baptist Association 
Steven Lee — Minister, Bethesda 
Bapt ist  Church,  Neyland, 
Pembrokeshire 
Carl Beech — General Director, 
Christian Vision for Men 
Peter Dunn — Director for 
Mission, BMS World Mission 
 
Costs: 
Delegate charge  
(including lunch and tea): 
2 days: £65 
1 day:  £32.50 
 
For a registration form and more 
information contact Mrs Bonni 
Davies at The Baptist Assembly in 
Wales, The Baptist Union of 
Wales, Y Llwyfan, College Road, 
Carmarthen  SA31 3EQ 
Tel: 01267 245662 
Website:  
www.baptistassemblyinwales.org 

Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Gabalfa Avenue  

warmly welcomes you to  
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Come and hear his story 
@Emmanuel Church on  

Wednesday June 9th @ 7.15 p.m. 
Drinks and snacks will be provided 

Notice of Special 
Church Meeting 

 
In accordance with section 10.3 

and 11.4 of the Church 
Constitution notice is herby 
given of a Special Church 

Meeting to be held on Monday 
7th June at 7.30 pm to discuss 
and make a decision about the 
appointment of Pete Everitt as 
Minister in Training (Assistant 

Pastor) for a period of 12 
months commencing in  

July 2010. 
This Special Meeting has been 

called by a majority of the 
Charity Trustees. 


